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In today's interconnected digital landscape, cyber
threats have evolved beyond the domain of large
corporations and government entities. Recent
cyberattacks, like the one on MGM Resorts, where
hackers infiltrated MGM’s network using publicly
accessible information and a persuasive phone call.
underscore a profound revelation for businesses,
especially in the SMB space. 

Contrary to popular belief, cyberattacks are not just
the concern of colossal enterprises. They have, in
fact, become a pervasive threat that small and
medium-sized businesses must face head-on and
here’s the five why(s):

Why Small and Medium-Sized Businesses Must
Prioritize Cybersecurity Now

The Silent Siege: The Threat to Cybersecurity
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While large enterprises may seem like the ideal target due to their vast resources, SMBs
are frequently the favored victims. The perception of weaker defenses in SMBs offers
cybercriminals an easier route to success. Every business, regardless of its size, is in the
crosshairs.

Vulnerability isn't Exclusive: 1.

In today's digital age, businesses strive for seamless accessibility to foster collaboration
and efficiency. However, without robust cybersecurity measures, this accessibility can
become a gateway for unauthorized intrusions. SMBs must strike a balance between
facilitating operations and securing sensitive information.

2. Balancing Accessibility & Security: 

3. Sustainability & Reputation: 
Beyond immediate financial losses, cyberattacks erode the trustworthiness of a brand.
For SMBs, a cyber event can be more than just a hiccup; it can mean losing hard-earned
customer trust. Therefore, investing in cybersecurity is synonymous with securing a
business's reputation and future.

4. Legal and Compliance Ramifications: 
In many industries, safeguarding customer data is not just good practice—it's the law.
Breaches can lead to legal actions, hefty fines, and sanctions. Cybersecurity is thus
crucial not only for protection but also for compliance.

5. Recovery Challenges: 
Large corporations usually have the capital to recover from a cyber attack, albeit at a
significant cost. For SMBs, the financial strain caused by a breach, combined with
reputational damage, can be insurmountable. Some SMBs never recover and are forced
to shut down after an attack
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Have we identified specific vulnerabilities and required solutions?
Are we balancing seasoned expertise with individualized strategies?
Is our strategy adaptable to emerging cybersecurity challenges?
Are customized defenses effectively reducing identified vulnerabilities?
Have we measured the success of our individualized cybersecurity approach?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Key Statistics Highlighting the Cybersecurity Imperative:

A staggering 70% of cyberattacks are
aimed at small businesses, as
reported by Forbes. These aren’t just
random numbers but a clarion call for
SMBs to prioritize cybersecurity.

Stark Reality: 

In light of these factors, it becomes clear why cybersecurity isn't just a "big business"
concern. For SMBs, the ramifications of an attack can be existential. It's not merely about
preventing data loss but about ensuring the very survival of the business in an
increasingly perilous digital world.

70%

Have we identified specific vulnerabilities and required solutions?
Are we balancing seasoned expertise with individualized strategies?
Is our strategy adaptable to emerging cybersecurity challenges?
Are customized defenses effectively reducing identified vulnerabilities?
Have we measured the success of our individualized cybersecurity approach?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The narrative from Medium elucidates
how 60% of small businesses that fall
prey to a cyberattack go out of business
within six months. This statistic is not to
instill fear, but to emphasize urgency.

Target Profile: 

60%
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A staggering 70% of cyberattacks
are aimed at small businesses, as
reported by Forbes. These aren’t
just random numbers but a clarion
call for SMBs to prioritize
cybersecurity.

Stark Reality: 

It's clear: SMBs are not just targets—they are
prime targets. At Integritas, we understand the
unique technological challenges and requirements
of every business. Our deep technical expertise,
coupled with our commitment to excellence,
positions us to guide you through the complexities
of cybersecurity.

Call to Action: Don't wait for an incident to
reassess your cybersecurity strategy. Get ahead of
the curve and safeguard your business's future.
Reach out to Integritas today, and let us help you
fortify your defenses and ensure your digital
assets remain uncompromised.

Questions to Ask Your Business NOW

1. Have you evaluated the cybersecurity posture of your business
recently?

2. Are you aware of the current threats pertinent to your industry and
how they could impact your operations?

3. Considering the potentially devastating financial implications, can
you afford NOT to prioritize cybersecurity?

4. How would a cyber incident impact the trust of your clients, partners,
and stakeholders?

Make Cybersecurity Your Priority Today



The Hidden Costs of Cyber Incidents for Small
and Medium-Sized Business
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Following up on our previous exploration of the necessity of cybersecurity for SMBs, it's
evident that the digital landscape presents myriad challenges. While the financial
ramifications of cyber incidents are clearly concerning, there's a deeper layer of hidden
consequences that SMBs need to be wary of. These underlying threats can be devastating
for businesses, potentially causing irreparable damage if not addressed.

One of the most insidious impacts of a cyber incident is the damage to a company's
reputation. According to research from the Ponemon Institute, more than half of
customers contemplate turning away from a brand after a data breach. For SMBs, who
often build their businesses on trust and community rapport, this can be particularly
devastating. Once a reputation is tarnished, it can take years of effort, positive branding,
and significant investment to restore that lost trust.

Beyond reputation, there's also the threat to the business's competitive edge. Any breach
that results in the loss of intellectual property, whether it's trade secrets or long-term
business strategies, opens a door for competitors. This not just levels the playing field but
also gives competitors an edge, potentially leading the victimized business to alter their
strategic course entirely.

Underlying Threats of Cyber Incidents
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Research from the Ponemon Institute indicates that
over half of customers may consider switching brands
post a data breach at a company they patronize.

Fact: 

Details: 

Reputation is a cornerstone for businesses, especially
SMBs that rely heavily on community trust and customer
loyalty. Once compromised, regaining this trust becomes a
Herculean task. Efforts to rebuild a brand image can span
years and necessitate significant investment in outreach,
positive branding, and public relations campaigns.

Reputational Damage

Then, there are the indirect financial
ramifications. Beyond the immediate costs of
addressing a breach, companies face the
prospect of rising insurance premiums, hefty PR
campaigns to rebuild trust, and potential legal
fees and compensations. 

A research collaboration between IBM and the
Ponemon Institute revealed that the average
total cost of a breach stands at $4.35 million,
while breaches involving critical infrastructure
data have an average cost of $4.82 million. The
initial impact is just the tip of the iceberg, with
potential lawsuits looming on the horizon, further
straining the business's finances.

Financial Ramifications

avg cost of breach critical infrastructure

$5m 

$4m 

$3m 

$2m 

$1m 

$0m 



The financial repercussions of a breach extend
beyond the immediate. Increased insurance
premiums, the cost of robust PR campaigns to
salvage reputation, potential legal fees, and
compensations can weigh heavily on an SMB's
finances.

Insight: 

Real-life Example: 

According to the report by the cyber security firm
eSentire, the cost of cyber attacks is predicted to reach
$10.5 trillion by 2025
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Indirect Financial Setbacks

Operational interruptions further amplify the crisis. Industry figures indicate that
businesses, on average, face about three days of downtime following a ransomware
attack. For SMBs, especially those working on tight margins, such disruptions can be
nothing short of catastrophic, leading to revenue losses and a cascading effect on supply
chains.

Moreover, perceived vulnerabilities can close doors to new business ventures and
partnerships. A single breach can deter potential investors, creating a hurdle for future
growth opportunities.

However, all is not gloomy. There's a tangible, proactive path forward for SMBs. By
aligning with renowned cybersecurity firms like SentinelOne, businesses can fortify their
defenses. Continuous training can keep employees abreast of the latest threats,
minimizing the chances of breaches from internal errors. And a well-crafted business
continuity plan can act as a safety net, cushioning the blow of potential disruptions.
To sum it up, the digital age is rife with challenges, but with informed strategies and
proactive measures, SMBs can not only navigate but thrive amid the complexities of the
cyber realm.

Operational Hurdles and Cyber Solutions



Remote Work and Cybersecurity: Ensuring a Safe Home Office
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The modern workplace is evolving, propelled by the paradigm shift to remote work. While
we may have transitioned from the immediacy of pandemic constraints, the legacy of
remote work continues to shape our professional landscape. However, the convenience
and flexibility of this new normal are not without challenges, primarily when it comes to
the sanctity of our cybersecurity in makeshift home offices.

The Home Office

Cyber Challenges in the New Normal

Remote work isn't merely a knee-jerk reaction to the recent pandemic; it symbolizes a
profound, lasting transformation in business operations. This sentiment is mirrored in a
2020 survey by Gartner, which highlighted that a staggering 80% of business leaders
intended to maintain remote work protocols even post-pandemic.

The Unstoppable Momentum of Remote Work

However, every silver lining has its cloud. The transition to remote work, though
brimming with potential, has ushered in a myriad of cybersecurity challenges:
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Cyber Challenges in the New Normal
However, every silver lining has its cloud. The transition to remote work, though brimming
with potential, has ushered in a myriad of cybersecurity challenges:

An unsettling 60% of businesses have confessed that the remote work pivot has
augmented their susceptibility to cyber invasions.

Almost half (48%) of the remote working population admit to leveraging personal email
accounts for work-related communications, inadvertently inviting phishing perils.

Surprisingly, half of the businesses have green-lighted their remote workforce to access
company IT networks without the safeguard of multi-factor authentication.

Magnified Threats: 

The Email Conundrum:

Authentication Gaps:

Empowerment: The Heart of Remote Cybersecurity

Knowledge is Power: A concerning 38% of the workforce reported a lack of
cybersecurity training tailored to remote work in the past year. This gap needs
bridging with comprehensive education initiatives.
Championing VPNs: Businesses must accentuate the criticality and advantages of
VPNs to fortify connections.
Consistent Vigilance: Instituting regular security reviews for remote setups is
paramount to ensure they remain updated and impregnable.

Beyond tools and software, the core of remote work security lies in empowerment and
cognizance:

1.

2.

3.

There's been a surge in phishing campaigns specifically targeting remote workers, with
incidents soaring by over 40%.

VPNs, quintessential for remote cybersecurity, find themselves sidelined. A mere 30% of
remote employees consistently integrate VPNs into their daily tasks.

Phishing Epidemic:

VPN: The Underappreciated Guardian:

While remote work heralds an era of unparalleled agility and productivity, it's not devoid of
its cyber pitfalls. Yet, by marrying vigilance with education and fostering an ethos of
cybersecurity, businesses can navigate this terrain confidently, ensuring their home offices
are as fortified as their traditional counterparts.

In Retrospect
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 Provider Highlight - SentinelOne
SentinelOne: AI-Driven Endpoint Security for Today’s Enterprises

In this edition of our provider spotlight, we're thrilled to feature SentinelOne, a
remarkable partner renowned for its autonomous endpoint protection. As
enterprises increasingly demand more agile and intelligent security solutions,
SentinelOne steps in with its cutting-edge approach to protect every edge of
the network.

Services Offered

SentinelOne's autonomous security operates at
machine speed, making it capable of thwarting
threats in real-time. With cloud-native AI
technology, it offers real-time prevention,
detection, and response, ensuring the network's
perimeters are impenetrable.

Using the power of AI, SentinelOne offers endpoint
visibility and threat hunting without the need for
traditional logging. It's a system designed to
autonomously hunt, identify, and mitigate threats.

Unified Endpoint Protection: 

ActiveEDR (Endpoint Detection and Response):

SentinelOne extends its protection to Internet of Things (IoT) devices, offering
full visibility and control over every device in the network, thereby reducing the
risk of potential breaches.

IoT Discovery and Control: 
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SentinelOne’s services stand out as invaluable in a digital world characterized
by evolving threats. In such a landscape, proactive and AI-driven security
measures are indispensable. SentinelOne’s AI-driven solutions not only detect
and neutralize threats in real-time but also provide predictive insights, ensuring
enterprises remain a step ahead of potential cyber risks. With the rise in IoT
device usage in enterprises, SentinelOne’s comprehensive approach
guarantees every device's safety, eliminating potential network vulnerabilities.
Their cloud-native infrastructure promises seamless scalability, letting
businesses evolve without compromising security.

Integritas' Role in Enhancing Cybersecurity: Advisory and Direction:
Integritas works closely with businesses to understand their unique security
needs. We then advise and direct them towards the best MSSPs that
implement SentinelOne solutions tailored to their requirements.
Strategic Partnerships: Integritas has cultivated strategic alliances with
leading MSSPs that utilize SentinelOne. Our role is to bridge businesses with
these top-tier security providers, ensuring they benefit from cutting-edge
endpoint protection.
Elevating Cybersecurity Standards: Through our partnerships and advisory
role, Integritas helps businesses rise above traditional security measures,
preparing them to face and overcome the cyber challenges of today and the
future.

1.

2.

3.

Integritas’ Approach

SentinelOne’s Impact

In collaboration with SentinelOne and our network of trusted MSSPs, Integritas
plays a pivotal role in promoting state-of-the-art endpoint security. We ensure
that enterprises are not only protected but also future-ready in terms of
cybersecurity. Our collective mission is to redefine contemporary digital
security standards.
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Upcoming Events

When: October 30, 2023 until October 31, 2023
Where: Washington, DC

When: November 15, 2023
Where: New York City, New York

OWASP 2023 Global AppSec

Aspen Cyber Summit

Announcement
We're Now on Social Media - Let's Stay Connected!
We are excited to announce our newly established presence on
Facebook and LinkedIn. Our social media platforms are geared to
become a bustling hub of insights, bringing you the latest and the
most advanced tips, tricks, and expert advice in the world of
telecom.

Click here to check out our Facebook
Click  here to check out our LinkedIn

https://sf.globalappsec.org/
https://www.aspencybersummit.org/
https://www.facebook.com/integritasgroupllc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10048734/

